Lesson Plan 
Day 5-The Moon- A Solar Eclipse

Objective(s): 	SWBAT identify a solar eclipse by recognizing that the Moon is between the Earth and the Sun. 

Materials: 
· Globe
· Yardstick
· Styrofoam ball
· Lamp
· String
· “Label the Solar Eclipse” worksheet

Anticipatory Set:  Have students recall the K-W-L chart from the previous day. Ask the students to raise their hands and give one fact they can recall from the prior lesson.  Tell students that today they will be learning about solar eclipses.

Lesson:  (similar set up to moon phase introduction lesson)
1. Prior to lesson-Hang globe from the ceiling in the classroom. Tape a yardstick to a chair, making it parallel to the floor. Use a short piece of string to attach the small Styrofoam ball, attaching the other end to the yardstick and suspend the Styrofoam ball about a foot away from the globe. Place the lamp in a way that the Styrofoam ball (the Moon) will cast a shadow on the globe (the Earth). 
2. Have the students gather in the center of the room around the already set up globe and turn off the lights. This will make it easier for the students to see the shadow.  The teacher will then begin to slowly turn the globe. (The teacher may ask students to identify the Earth, the Moon, and the Sun)  Facilitate a discussion with the students, asking them to explain how an eclipse works. Make sure to have the K-W-L chart available as a reference for the students.
3. Call on a student to pick a city, anywhere on the globe.  Position the globe so that the Moon’s shadow is covering the chosen city.  Have students explain what the city will look like during a solar eclipse. 
4. During the demonstration and discussion of a solar eclipse it is important to highlight the following key point:
a. During a solar eclipse the Moon is located between the Earth and the Sun, blocking the Sun’s light from Earth and causing a few minutes of complete darkness. 
5. Have students return to their seats. Offer time for any further questions about a solar eclipse. Hand out worksheet “Label the Solar Eclipse” and have students work on this independently. 

Closure:  For today’s closure activity we will review the answers to the worksheet as a whole class. Ask the students to start thinking about some differences between a solar and lunar eclipse as we will be learning about lunar eclipses the following lesson. 

Evaluation of the Student and the Lesson:  Students will be evaluated based on teacher observation throughout the lesson and based upon their understanding of the topic during the open discussion about solar eclipses. 

Standards: 
Science Standard 1 (i)-Physical Setting, Key Ideas 1; Indicator a:  Students will explain daily, monthly, and seasonal changes on earth
